
ALICE IN THE CROSS CURRENTS:
COVID AND FINANCIAL HARDSHIP IN OUR COMMUNITY

2023 ALICE DATA



Asset Limited, Income 
Constrained, Employed

ALICE households:

• Are above the Federal Poverty 
Level (FPL) but below Household 
Survival Budget

• Have low-wage jobs

• Don’t have savings for emergencies 
or investing in the future.

WHO IS ALICE–AND DID THEY WEATHER THE STORM?

Source: ALICE Data report, 2019



W
AGE INCREASES

JOB DISRUPTION

PANDEMIC ASSISTANCE
INFLATION

MIGRATION

CAUGHT IN THE 
CROSSCURRENTS OF 
COMPETING FORCES



• The Household Survival Budget estimates the 

actual bare-minimum costs of household 

necessities (housing, childcare, food, 

transportation, healthcare, and a basic smartphone 

plan) in Michigan, adjusted for different counties 

and household types.

• The Senior Survival Budget incorporates specific 

cost estimates for seniors for food, transportation, 

and healthcare, reflecting key differences in 

household expenses by age.

• The Household Stability Budget calculates the 

costs of supporting and sustaining an economically 

viable household over time, including a 

contingency for savings.

HOUSEHOLD BUDGETS



ALICE SURVIVAL BUDGET–MICHIGAN



ALICE SURVIVAL BUDGET–KENT



ALICE IN MICHIGAN
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ALICE and Poverty-Level 

Households

• The number of Michigan households in 

poverty peaked in 2012 and tapered 

down through 2019

• ALICE households continue to climb, 

reaching more than one million 

households in 2018. By 2019 things 

started to improve.

• In contrast to the Great Recession, 

during the pandemic, the share of 

households in financial hardship 

remained stable, increasing by just 1% 

from 38% in 2019 to 39% in 2021

ALICE IN MICHIGAN

Sources: ALICE Threshold, 2007–2019; American Community Survey, 2007–2019

Households by Income, Michigan, 200-–2021



SOME HOUSEHOLDS ARE MORE LIKLEY TO BE ALICE

60% 38% 67% 71%

HISPANIC
UNDER 25 

YEARS OLD

SINGLE FEMALE 

HEADED WITH 

CHILDREN

BLACK

TOTAL

 HOUSEHOLDS 527,439 152,075 158,806 246,552 4,029,76

39%

ALL 

HOUSEHOLDS



67%

23%

10%

Above ALICE Threshold ALICE Poverty

Point-in-Time Data

• Population: 
2019 = 656,955
2021 = 658,046

• Number of Households: 
2019 = 245,437
2021 = 253,092

• Median Household Income: 
2019= $66,532 
2021 = $72,021

ALICE IN KENT COUNTY

Source: ALICE Data report, 2019
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ALICE IN KENT COUNTY

How do ALICE numbers vary 
across Kent County?



Households of all ages, genders, races, and ethnicities—

but certain groups are more likely to be ALICE.

ALICE BY HOUSEHOLDS IN KENT COUNTY

62% 44% 27% 50% 71%

HISPANIC ASIAN SENIORS SINGLE FEMALE HEAD 

OF HOUSEHOLD

BLACK

Source: ALICE Data report, 2019

2021



CUSHIONING THE BLOW–BUT WAS IT ENOUGH?



WARNING SIGNS ON THE HORIZON

BEHIND ON RENT 
PAYMENTS

STRUGGLING 
TO PAY BILLS

FOOD 
INSUFFICIENCY



WARNING SIGNS ON THE HORIZON

Only 41% of State’s struggling households had 
emergency savings in 2021



UNITED FOR ALICE WEBSITE

UnitedForAlice.org

http://unitedforalice.org


MAUW PUBLIC POLICY PRIORITIES
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